
 

 

IVY PREPARATORY ACADEMY 
Board Policy 

SCHOOL CEREMONIES & OBSERVANCES  
 

PURPOSE 

Ivy Preparatory Academy is authorized to conduct ceremonies and observances to recognize 

special events, historical heritage, and traditional holidays provided they are in keeping with the 

state goals and curricular objectives. It is, however, recognized that the religious beliefs of some 

scholars may prohibit their participation in certain exercises. Scholars may be excused from 

school ceremonies and observances if the request is made by the parent and if the ceremony or 

observance violates a religious belief, family standard, or tradition.   

 

Policy 

Staff must remain neutral about religion.  Staff shall not proselytize or indoctrinate students in 

religion or nonreligion. 

 

Religious  Symbols 

Religious symbols may be used as a teaching aid or resource if displayed temporarily and 

objectively as part of instruction about cultural and religious heritage. 

 

Musical  Programs 

School groups presenting musical/instrumental programs may use religious music as long as 

the total effect of the program is not religious.  Religious music should not dominate any 

program. Programs should not make a scholar feel excluded because of her religion, nor should 

she feel forcibly identified with a religion not her own. 

 

Holidays 

A religious holiday should not be sponsored, celebrated or observed.  Religious holidays may 

be recognized and objectively studied as part of secular instruction about religion and religious 

traditions. Secular activities relating to legal holidays and holidays with religious origins that 

have become secularized are permitted.   Music, art and literature of various religions from 

many countries have become part of the social and cultural heritage associated with religious 

holidays.  Religious music, art and literature and symbols may be included in holiday activities 

so long as presented objectively as examples of the cultural and religious heritage of the 

holiday.  Musical pieces should be selected and performed as works of art, not as acts of 

veneration. 
 

Excused  Absence  for  Religious  Observance 

Absence from class to observe a religious holiday shall be recognized as an excused absence.   
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